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Press Release about kick-off, project logo, draft of project leaflet

For any publicly funded research endeavour of a certain size visibility towards the stakeholders and
the public is mandatory. The tax payers have the right to see what their money is used for. Visibility of
RTD activities and technology marketing is furthermore crucial for creating awareness for new
technologies and preparing new markets. Within that context the project undertook some actions to
ensure visibility towards the stakeholder of the project and to create awareness regarding the
technology developed in the project and its socioeconomic potential : this included the design of a
project logo and a project leaflet.

Press Release about Project Kick-off

Briefly after the project kick-off, which took place in Toulouse at LAAS on January 20-21 2004, a
project Press Release has been published by the consortium, written by the Project Management Team
members. The press release was initially drafted in English, to reach a wider audience, and has then
been translated by the project partners' respective external relations and communications offices into
the partners national languages : German, Swedish, French, Dutch etc. ....

COGNIRON

The cognitive robot compamion

Project Press Release

The Eurspean Commisgion launches the IST-FET project
COGNIRON : ‘The Cognitive Robot Companion’.

Tensdensea, Fids 17, 2004
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Figure 3: Page 1 of the press release which has been published by the consortium
Following the project kick-off (Toulouse, January 20-21, 2004).

' NB : the project template wasn’t initially used at the time of the kick-off, as the design has been finalised and
implemented a few months later only. This is here an a posteriori example of the use of the project documents

templates.
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Project Logo

Another crucial state in the definition of a project identity was the conception and design of a project
logo. GPS worked on that issue for a certain number of months : a total of 25 proposals have been
made to the consortium. Below are shown some examples.
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Figure I to 7 : Some of the initial project logos proposals made by GPS.

The logo issue has taken quite more time than initially expected, as there wasn’t any real consensus
within the consortium and it has proved to be challenging to summarise the project scope and research
questions in a communicative but yet simple logo design : the man-machine interaction and the
‘companionship’ was not easy to convey.

Finally, after long discussions, the choice has finally been made for the following logo, which is in
used since the summer of 2004 :

Figure 8: Final project logo
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The project logo is now adapted to fulfil the project needs, like for instance for the project website

and/or project presentations :
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Figure 8 and 9 : Examples of variations of the project logo

Project Leaflet

Finally, a project leaflet has been designed. While the actual project leaflet was under conception, and
being discussed, in order not to lose an opportunity to communicate about the project, a provisory

factsheet has been prepared, shown below.
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Dverall Project Ohjectives

COGHIRON aims bo:

e study enboded sysbemy
in human centered
erwiro nments invelving
perception, Fepresen
takion, reasoning, heanming
and interacion
deweiop methods and edwnclogies for the

Projectabstract

Thee owerall ofyj edtives of this projed
are to study the perceptual, repre
sentational, reasoning and leaming
capabilies of emboded robols
human centred erwironments. The
project will dewslop mefiods and
Eechincliogies For thie corskmodion of
such cogritive rdbols able bo evolve
and grow their capadties in clae
interadtion with humans in an open
enched Bashion. Expeded resulls ane
Eshc methods, algorithems and
architechures and their integration
and long-berm experimentation and
Scherkifhc evalustion on embod el
robotic Systems n difemnt setfings
and Situations .

Tn e foous of this reseandh en
deantur s the dewelopment of a
robok whose wkimate task is bo
Serve PUMans 25 & CoMmpanion in
B daily e, The robot is nok only corshdensd 25 &
madymade device but a5 an artifical oresture, whidh
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The design of Hhe cognilive fundicors of Bis atificial
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Brucus heaming, raining and education prooess in
the course of which it will mature to 2 rue compan
ion, are the central mseamh themes of the project.
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Figure 10 : Overview of the provisory project factsheet

This project factsheet has been used in at least two opportunities : the demonstration of UH’s
PeopleBots at the Science Museum in London and the exhibition of the robot BIRON by the UniBi
team at the IST2004 event (for more details about these dissemination activities see Section 5.2 of the
Periodic Activity Report and deliverable D8.3.1 — Project presentation at major conferences).
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The final version of the project leaflet is now ready for printing. The Project Management Team has
opted for a somewhat uncommon format, with a folding structure, to make it quite attractive to the
project neophyte.

The project leaflet provides a comprehensive overview of the project, with the consortium members,
the funding sources (FP6-IST-FET and the Swisss Government for the involvement of EPFL), the
project objectives and the different research activities which are being implemented. It is intended as
one of the major direct communication tools for the project and will be used for a year at least, to be
distributed at some selected events and conferences, and also for the partners themselves to contribute
to the project promotion within various types of events they will attend.
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Figure 12: Project leaflet — section 2
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